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In today's rapidly changing world, the term "Christian" is often misunderstood or misapplied. With the rise of 
secularism, moral relativism, and the normalization of what the Bible describes as abominations, being a true 
Christian is becoming increasingly challenging. As we approach the end times foretold in the Scriptures, it is 
crucial to understand what it truly means to follow Christ. This article will explore the essence of genuine 

Christianity, the current apostatic challenges true believers face, and how one can live a life that honors God 


amidst a world preparing for the inauguration of the Antichrist. 


To understand what it means to be a true Christian, we must first look at the foundation of Christianity—faith in 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The Bible teaches that salvation is a gift from God, received through faith in 
Jesus Christ, not by our works or merits. As stated in Ephesians 2:8-9, "For you are saved by grace through 
faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God's gift—not from works, so that no one can boast." Becoming a 
Christian is not about following a set of religious rules or traditions but about entering into a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. A true Christian is one who has repented of their sins and placed their faith in 
Jesus Christ, believing that He died on the cross for our sins and rose again on the third day, conquering death 
and offering eternal life to all who believe in Him (Romans 10:9-10). This genuine faith results in a transformed 


life, evidenced by a desire to live according to God's Word and a love for God and others. 


In these end times, the Bible warns that there will be a significant falling away from the faith, a trend known as 
apostasy. The Apostle Paul spoke of this in 2 Thessalonians 2:3: "Don't let anyone deceive you in any way. For 
that day will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction." This "man of lawlessness,” often interpreted as the Antichrist, will rise in a world 
increasingly hostile to biblical truths. Today, we see a normalization of behaviors and beliefs that the Bible 
describes as sinful and abominable. Issues such as the acceptance of sexual immorality, the redefinition of 
marriage, the promotion of idolatry through materialism and self-worship, and the embrace of deceptive 
Spiritual practices are becoming more prevalent. The Bible warns in Isaiah 5:20, "Woe to those who call evil 
good and good evil, who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness." True Christians are called to 


stand against these trends, even when it means facing ridicule, persecution, or social ostracism. 


As the world moves closer to the fulfillment of end-time prophecies, true Christians increasingly face 
marginalization and hatred for upholding biblical truths. They are often labeled as intolerant or bigoted for 
speaking against popular sins and societal trends that contradict God's Word. Jesus warned of this in John 
15:18-19, "If the world hates you, understand that it hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own. However, because you are not of the world, but |! have chosen you out of it, 
the world hates you." 

Today's Christians face intense pressure to conform to worldly standards, particularly regarding issues like 
sexual morality, gender identity, and relativistic ethics. Standing firm on biblical principles often results in social 
ostracism, career setbacks, and even legal challenges. This fulfills 2 Timothy 3:12, "In fact, all who want to live a 
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted." 

Moreover, believers are called to deny themselves and distance themselves from fleshly desires and false 
sources of happiness prevalent in our hedonistic culture. This may involve rejecting popular entertainment, 
resisting materialistic pursuits, or abstaining from substance abuse - choices that often invite ridicule or 
misunderstanding from others. As 1 Peter 4:3-4 states, "For there has already been enough time spent in doing 
what the Gentiles choose to do: carrying on in unrestrained behavior, evil desires, drunkenness, orgies, 
carousing, and lawless idolatry. They are surprised that you dontt join them in the same flood of wild living— 


and they slander you." 


True Christians understand that following Jesus comes with a cost. Jesus Himself said in Matthew 16:24-25, "If 
anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me will find it.” This call to self-denial and 
perseverance in the face of adversity is more relevant today than ever. In a world striving to inaugurate the 
Antichrist, Christians are called to reject the normalization of sin and abominations. They are called to live 
counterculturally, often at the expense of being misunderstood or maligned. True Christians accept humiliation 
and rejection, being seen as narrow-minded or antiquated because they choose to stand firm in their 
convictions, as the Bible calls us to do in 1 Corinthians 16:13: "Be alert, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be 


strong.” 


Despite the challenges, true Christians are called to live in light of eternity. This means focusing not on 
temporary suffering or rejection but on the eternal rewards promised by God. In 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, Paul 
encourages believers by saying, "For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely 
incomparable eternal weight of glory. So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen Is eternal." Living with an eternal perspective requires daily surrender to 
God, trusting that He is sovereign over all things, including the trials we face. It also involves actively 
participating in God's mission on earth by sharing the Gospel and standing as a witness of His truth and love, 
despite the growing opposition. This is the essence of the Great Commission, where Jesus commands His 


followers to "make disciples of all nations" in Matthew 28:19-20. 


In brief, being a true Christian today means more than just identifying with a religion or attending church 
services. It is a call to live a life fully surrendered to Jesus Christ, marked by a personal relationship with Him, 
obedience to His Word, and a commitment to live out the Gospel in all aspects of life. As the world edges 
closer to the reign of the Antichrist and the fulfillment of end-time prophecies, believers must hold fast to their 
faith, continually seeking to grow in love, knowledge, and grace. True Christians must remain vigilant, 
discerning the times, and aware of the spiritual battle that is intensifying around us. As Paul urges in Ephesians 
6:13, "For this reason take up the full armor of God, so that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having 
prepared everything, to take your stand." May we be found faithful, standing firm in the truth, and looking 


forward to the blessed hope of Christ's return. 
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